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national business interests which accepted without
much examination the stories of Russian interference
in Barcelona and eastern Spain, and the general idea
that this was a war between left- and right-wing parties
in which their influence must automatically be thrown
on the side of the latter.

The Catholic hierarchy came out at once on the side
of General Franco. The Pope may have wavered over
the Ethiopian affair, but he spoke with no uncertain
voice about the present Spanish Government. Churches
had been burnt in Spain on several previous occasions,
religious orders had been suppressed, and the Jesuits
expelled. These have been regular features of a temporary
victory for liberalism, and a reaction against the
'traditional obstacles.' Charles III had expelled the
Jesuits in 1767, Joseph Bonaparte dissolved the orders,
Mendizdbal suppressed them a generation later, Montero
Rios, Canalejas, and Sagasta tried to reform them.
Every revolt in Spain has been followed by the destruc-
tion of religious buildings, especially monasteries and
convents. Every period of reaction has seen them
rebuilt, and the orders rapidly acquiring wealth. In
1931 the Jesuits controlled about a third of the nation's
capital, and their commercial enterprises were worth
over sixty million sterling. In 1909 and 1923 there had
been widespread burning of churches, especially in
Catalonia. By 1930 they had been rebuilt.

Such were the familiar symptoms of the long struggle
between clericalism and anti-clericalism, which is very
different from a struggle between Catholics and anti-
Catholics. But in 1936 the local manifestations were a
part of an international affair. This made the inter-
vention of the Pope more important and more dangerous.
*He has pointed out how he saw in this civil war the